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Arriving at Work!



So big!!

Look Up!



W. Irving Latimer - Born in 1836 in New York State
- Moved to MI in 1859
- Served in multiple offices:

- Deputy Collector of U.S. Revenue
- Postmaster of Newaygo
- Township Treasurer
- Big Rapids City Treasurer
- Big Rapids Major
- Mecosta County Treasurer
- Member, Republican State Central 

Committee

“The office of Auditor General is, in 
some respects, the most important and 
responsible office in the State.”



The Auditor General shall 
(per the Laws of Michigan – 1857)

- State all accounts, and examine and liquidate the claims of all persons against  the 
State, in cases provided by law, and give his warrant therefor . . . 

- Examine, adjust, and settle the claims of all persons indebted to the State; and when 
there shall be any account liquidated, showing any amount to be due to any person, for 
the payment whereof an appropriation shall have been made by law, he shall draw his 

warrant on the Treasury

- No moneys shall be paid out of the State Treasury, except on the warrant of the Auditor 
General; and all receipts for money paid to the Treasurer, shall be taken to the Auditor 

General, who shall countersign the same . . . 



- Keep an account, in proper books . . . between the State and the Treasurer, charging 
therein to the Treasurer the balance in the Treasury, and all moneys received by him, and 

giving him credit therein on the first Tuesday in every month, for all warrants paid by 
him . . . And also keep an account of all outstanding warrants not paid by the Treasurer

- On the first Tuesday in each month, and at any other time when he may deem it 
necessary, examine the Treasurer’s account of moneys received, and of moneys paid out 

by him; and if . . . He shall discover any irregularity or deficiency to the Governor, so the 
same may be submitted to the Legislature, if, in the opinion of the Governor, the interests 

of the State shall require it

- Make to the Legislature, at its session in January, in each year, and at such other times 
as he shall be required by either branch of the Legislature, a complete statement of funds 

of the State . . . and of the revenue thereof . . . 

- Shall keep his office at the Seat of Government, and shall receive an annual salary of 
one thousand dollars, payable quarter yearly, in full for all his services



- From time to time, transmit copies of all laws that may be made relative to the collection 
of the State revenue, as soon as the same shall be published in the newspapers in which 

they are authorized to be printed . . . 

- Draw up instructions for the government of the officers concerned in the collection of the 
revenue, in the premises; which instructions, certified by the Attorney General to be in 

accordance with law . . . 

- May appoint a deputy, for whose acts he shall be responsible, and may revoke such 
appointment at pleasure; and such deputy may execute the duties of the office during the 
sickness or necessary absence of the Auditor General, and shall receive an annual salary 

at the rate of seven hundred dollars, payable quarter yearly

- May employ as many clerks as may be necessary, not to exceed two, at an annual 
salary of six hundred dollars, payable quart yearly, and so many extra clerks as may 
from time to time be necessary, at a salary not exceeding four hundred and seventy-five 

dollars a year, payable monthly or otherwise . . . 



Michigan’s Second, but 
Lansing’s First, Capitol

“If the books and papers in the offices of the 
Treasurer and Auditor General should be consumed, 
the loss could not be repaired, and the State would 
suffer to a very large amount,” he warned. “There is 
no fire engine in the place, nor any efficient 
organization to prevent such a catastrophy. [sic] 
Would it not be good economy, then, to have 
constructed a fire-proof building for these offices, 
and make such other provisions as the safety and 
security of the public property demands?”
- Governor Robert McClelland, Address to the Legislature, 1853



State Office Building 



State Office Building 

1853-1872



State Office
Block

1871-1878



Oopsies! We made the news . . . 
“During the confusion of arranging desks, etc. in the new 
State Offices, a room has been temporarily occupied by two 
of the Auditor General’s clerks, attending in the department 
of bounty and extra pay. There is no entrance to this room 
except through other offices, and it happened on Tuesday 
that persons having charge of the adjoining offices locked the 
doors, not knowing that they had thereby incarcerated two 
American citizens, who were also ignorant of their situation 
until the pangs of hunger suggested to them that noon had 
arrived. They attempted to make their escape, but found it 
was not Handy. They were not entirely without hope, one Ray 
was there. They opened a window, and the piteous wails of 
the famine-stricken individuals brought relief. A porter was 
dispatched with a key, which was only a mile distant, and 
upon his return the prisoners were liberated. Only two 
persons in the building failed to be amused by the 
occurrence.” 



Ground floor
c. 1890



First Floor
Neighbors & 
Colleagues

Supt. of Public 
Instruction
c. 1893



The Capitol Community 



Sojourner Truth - 1881

Christian Weidemann – 1885-1890



The Capitol Community 



Wilmot Johnson

Extra clerk
Auditor General



Mr. Wilmot Johnson in the News
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Lincoln Jubilee - 1915



Michigan Manual of Freedmen’s Progress - 1915



Authoress
Belle 

Maniates

Hollywood!!



So many numbers . . . 



So many names . . . 
Such wonderful information and data!

Auditor General’s Staff, 1900 – 129 People – at least 28 of whom were women 



Auditor General’s 
Office - 1900



Auditor General’s 
Office - 1920



First Floor

Ground Floor



Auditor General’s 
Office - 1933



Auditor General’s 
Office - 1933





Happy 100 Michigan!





Civil Service Reform - 1937



Thank you for joining me for this 
stroll down memory lane. 

Capitol.Michigan.gov

Facebook, Twitter, & Instagram 
@mistatecapitol

Questions? 
vmarvin@legislature.mi.gov

Image Sources: Michigan Capitol Collection, Archives of
Michigan, Craig Whitford Collection, Forest Parke
Archives/CADL, Rambo Family Collection
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